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ITEM TITLE:  Amazement Square:  Skateboard Park and City Taxes 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  Agree to sign a Memorandum of understanding with Amazement Square whereby real 
property taxes on the skateboard park property would be returned to Amazement Square as a contribution to the 
operating costs of the park. 
 
 
SUMMARY:  The establishment of a skateboard park in the City has been a long standing goal of Council.  
Several years ago Council set aside capital funds in the amount of $50,000 to support the development of the 
park.  Subsequently, Amazement Square proposed to develop and operate the skateboard park on property 
donated by the City.  The Rotary Club has joined with Amazement Square in this effort.  Council agreed to the 
proposal and a parcel of property along Blackwater Creek and the $50,000 in capital funds were donated to 
Amazement Square.  
 
Amazement Square is not tax exempt with respect to property taxes in the City.  After seeing a significant 
increase in assessed value, and subsequently taxes, on the building on Ninth Street, Executive Director Mort 
Sajadian expressed concern about tax liability on the property to be developed as a skateboard park.  The 
attached letter discusses those concerns.   
 
Since Amazement Square is proposing to develop and operate a facility that the City had planned to develop 
alone, it seems appropriate to consider City participation in the form of a contribution to operations in the 
amount of the taxes that would be paid on the property.  This arrangement could be formalized through a 
Memorandum of Understanding.  
 
An alternative would be to grant tax exempt status to Amazement Square.   
 
 
PRIOR ACTION(S):  As noted above.  
  
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  The parcel on which the skateboard park is to be developed is assessed at $25,000, which 
would result in a tax liability of $285 a year at the proposed $1.14/hundred rate.  This is the unimproved value of 
the property.  The assessment would be higher once the skateboard park was developed. 
 
 
CONTACT(S):  Kimball Payne 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): Letter from Mort Sajadian 
 
 
REVIEWED BY: lkp 
 
 










